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On the 10th anniversary of the closure of the Turkish-Armenian border, businessman Kaan Soyak and other speakers address the prospects for cross-border cooperation between Turkey and Armenia. An important security anchor in the Middle-East, Turkey has a fundamental role to play in the establishment of the Wider European area of shared prosperity and stability. The EU accession process of Turkey must help to bridge the Eastern gap and avoid new dividing lines. 

Still an Iron Curtain:

Armenia-Turkey relations, 10 years after the border was closed.

April 3 1993-April 3 2003.

Programme

12.30. Introduction: Per Gahrton, EP rapporteur on the Caucasus

12.40 Still an Iron Curtain
Kaan Soyak, Co-Chairman of the TABDC

13.15 The Closed doors of the East

Presentation of a report on Turkey-Armenia relations in the 1990s
.

Burcu Gültekin and Nicolas Tavitian

13.25 Conclusion. Joost Lagendijk, Chairman of the EP delegation for relations with the Turkey.

Questions and debate

The conference will be held in English, no interpretation available. Please confirm your participation to Frederik Lann, assistant to Per Gahrton at pgahrton-assistant@europarl.eu.int 

Background

The last remain of the “Iron Curtain”

The border between Turkey and the Caucasian republic of Armenia was closed on April 3, 1993. The two neighbouring countries have neither established diplomatic nor trade relations since then. 

To this day, the border remains an impassable militarized zone, protected by minefields and military bases on both sites.

The border closure is a serious handicap to development, as it isolates entire regions which would other be on important trade routes; it also polarizes relations, nurtures tensions and justifies military buildups.

Turkey and the EU
As Turkey prepares to join the EU, it is faced with opportunities to review its relations with its neighbours, particularly in the field of trade and economic cooperation. Armenia is also associated to the EU through its Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA). Tackling the problem early on may help avoid deadlocks later on.
The Turkish-Armenian Business Development Council (TABDC)

Through the development of joint commercial and cultural projects between the peoples of Turkey and Armenia, the Turkish-Armenian Business Development Council builds small bridges between the citizens and Diaspora communities of two nations whose border has officially been closed since April 3, 1993.  We believe that fostering the creation of such pathways between Turkey and Armenia, will ultimately help to enhance the public’s faith in the effectiveness of a collaborative approach in terms of promoting economic welfare, normalization of political relations and pacification of the region. The opening of the border will be the first step as TABDC seeks to promote an atmosphere of renewed trust and economic prosperity in Turkey and the Caucasus well into the twenty-first century.
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